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Liberty Fund, Inc., is a private educational 
foundation established to encourage the study of the 
ideal of a society of free and responsible individuals.

Liberty Fund develops, supervises, and finances its own 
educational activities to foster thought and encourage discourse 
on enduring issues pertaining to liberty.

These programs focus on the place individual liberty has in an 
intellectual heritage evident from ancient times and continuing 

through our own times. The programs are intended to enrich 
understanding and appreciation of the complex nature of a 
society of free and responsible individuals and to contribute to 
its preservation.

As a tax-exempt, private operating foundation, Liberty Fund’s 
purposes are educational and intellectual. Liberty Fund does 
not, therefore, engage in politics or political action of any kind. 
Liberty Fund fulfills its mission by conducting programs, not by 
awarding grants to outside organizations or individuals.

Liberty Fund activities are concentrated in three areas:

BOOKS  Liberty Fund has published over 400 titles for scholars, 
students, and general readers since its first publication, 
Education in a Free Society, appeared in 1973. Most titles 
explore some aspect of the interrelationship of liberty and 
responsibility in individual life, society, and governance. 

Our print and ebooks are edited and translated by world-
renowned scholars who bring to the task the expertise 
these works deserve. Introductions and forewords provide 
noninterpretive context, annotations, bibliographies, and 
other supplementary apparatus that further support the text. 
Printed books are designed and manufactured according to the 
highest standards of book production—all Liberty Fund books, 
both hardcover and paperback, are printed on acid-free paper 
and are bound with sewn signatures, making them invaluable, 
lasting additions to any library.

CONFERENCES  Each year, Liberty Fund conducts over 150 
conferences throughout the United States, Canada, Latin 
America, and Europe.

WEB  Liberty Fund’s online educational resources offer 
libraries, blogs, podcasts, forums, discussions, and a variety 
of content to encourage a dialogue of ideas pertaining to 
liberty. 

•	 Online Library of Liberty (OLL) (oll.libertyfund.org)
•	 Econlib (econlib.org)
•	 Law & Liberty (lawliberty.org)
•	 AdamSmithWorks (adamsmithworks.org)
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IN TWO VOLUMES
2010 | 6 x 9 | 1,579 pages
 	
Preface to the first edition, preface 
to the second edition, list of 
abbreviations, list of references, 
notes and bibliography by S. F. C. 
Milsom, index

Hardcover
ISBN 978-0-86597-749-5
$72.00 | £50.95

Paperback
ISBN 978-0-86597-752-5
$38.50 | £26.95

This title is available as an ebook for purchase 
on Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and iTunes.

A Concise History of the 
Common Law
By Theodore F. T. Plucknett

As always during its long history, English common law, upon 
which American law is based, has had to defend itself against 
the challenge of civil law’s clarity and traditions. That challenge 
to our common-law heritage remains today. To that end, Liberty 
Fund now makes available a clear and candid discussion of 
common law. A Concise History of the Common Law provides a 
source for common-law understanding of individual rights, not 
in theory only, but protected through the confusing and messy 
evolution of courts and their administration as they struggled to 
resolve real problems. Plucknett’s seminal work is intended to 
convey a sense of historical development—not to serve merely 
as a work of reference.

The first half of the book is a historical introduction to the 
study of law. Plucknett discusses the conditions in political, 
economic, social, and religious thought that have contributed 
to the genesis of law. This section is a brief but astoundingly full 
introduction to the study of law.

The second half of the book consists of chapters introducing 
the reader to the history of some of the main divisions of law, 
such as criminal, tort, property, contract, and succession. These 
topics are treated with careful exposition so that the book will 
be of interest to those just embarking on their quest in legal 
history while still providing enough substantial information, 
references, and footnotes to make it meaningful for the well-
versed legal history reader.

Theodore F. T. Plucknett (1897–1965) was an English legal historian. 
At twenty-six, he was appointed by Roscoe Pound as professor of legal 
history at Harvard Law School.

The History of English Law 
before the Time of Edward I
By Sir Frederick Pollock and Frederic William Maitland

First published in 1895, Sir Frederick Pollock and Frederic 
William Maitland’s legal classic The History of English Law 
before the Time of Edward I expanded the work of Sir Edward 
Coke and William Blackstone by exploring the origins of key 
aspects of English common law and society and with them the 
development of individual rights as these were gradually carved 
out from the authority of the Crown and the Church. Although it 
has been more than a century since its initial publication, Pollock 
and Maitland’s work is still considered an accessible and useful 
foundational reference for scholars of medieval English law.

Volume one begins with an examination of Anglo-Saxon 
law, goes on to consider the changes in law introduced by the 
Normans, then moves to the twelfth-century “Age of Glanvill,” 
with the first great compilation of English laws and customs, 
followed by the thirteenth-century “Age of Bracton,” author of 
another major treatise on the same subject. Volume two takes 
up different areas of English law topic by topic, or as its authors 
labeled it, “The Doctrines of English Law in the Early Middle 
Ages.” They consider land tenure, marriage and wardship, 
fealty, the ranks of men both free and unfree, aliens, Jews, 
excommunicates, women, and the churches and the King, before 
turning to the various jurisdictions of that decentralized era.

The History of English Law before the Time of Edward I helps 
readers explore the origins of English legal exceptionalism and 
through the English tradition the basis of the law of America, 
Canada, Australia, and other nations. This work is of interest to 
legal scholars, historians of the Middle Ages, political scientists, 
political philosophers, and all those interested in Anglo-Saxon 
law and early law and society.

2010 | 6 x 9 | 828 pages

Preface, table of medieval cases, 
table of modern cases, table of laws 
and statutes, index

Paperback
ISBN 978-0-86597-807-2
$14.50 | £10.95

This title is available as an ebook for purchase 
on Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and iTunes.

https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-history-of-english-law-before-the-time-of-edward-i
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/a-concise-history-of-the-common-law
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/a-concise-history-of-the-common-law
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-history-of-english-law-before-the-time-of-edward-i
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-history-of-english-law-before-the-time-of-edward-i
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/a-concise-history-of-the-common-law
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1986 | 5½ x 8½ | 287 pages

Biographical note, preface, 
glossary, index

Hardcover
ISBN 978-0-86597-053-3
$24.00 | £19.95

Paperback
ISBN 978-0-86597-054-0
$12.00 | £8.95

Origins of the 
Common Law
By Arthur R. Hogue

This introductory analysis of the 
origin and early development of the 
English common law provides an 
excellent grounding for the beginning 
student as well as the experienced 
scholar of legal history.

Arthur R. Hogue (1906–1986) was 
Professor of History at Indiana University.

The Roots of 
Liberty
Magna Carta, Ancient Constitution, 
and the Anglo-American Tradition of 
Rule of Law

Edited and with an Introduction by 
Ellis Sandoz

The Roots of Liberty is a critical 
collection of essays on the origin 
and nature of the often elusive 
idea of liberty. The essays address 
early medieval developments, 
encompassing such seminal issues 
as the common-law mind of the 
sixteenth century under the Tudor 
monarchs, the struggle for power and 
authority between the Stuart kings 
and Parliament in the seventeenth 
century, and the role of the ancient 
constitution in the momentous 
legal and constitutional debate that 
occurred between the Glorious 
Revolution and the American 
Declaration of Independence.

Ellis Sandoz is Professor of Political 
Science and Director of the Eric Voegelin 
Institute at Louisiana State University.

2008 | 6 x 9 | 384 pages

Index

Paperback
ISBN 978-0-86597-709-9
$12.00 | £8.95

2007 | 6 x 9 | 168 pages

Preface, appendix, index

Paperback
ISBN 978-0-86597-696-2
$12.00 | £8.95

Constitutionalism: 
Ancient and 
Modern
By Charles Howard McIlwain

Constitutionalism: Ancient and Modern 
explores the very roots of liberty 
by examining the development of 
modern constitutionalism from its 
ancient and medieval origins. Derived 
from a series of lectures delivered by 
Charles Howard McIlwain at Cornell 
University in the 1938–39 academic 
year, these lectures provide a useful 
introduction to the development of 
modern constitutional forms.

Charles Howard McIlwain won the Pulitzer 
Prize in 1924 for his constitutional analysis 
of the American Revolution.

https://www.libertyfund.org/books/origins-of-the-common-law
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/origins-of-the-common-law
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-roots-of-liberty
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-roots-of-liberty
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/origins-of-the-common-law
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-roots-of-liberty
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/constitutionalism-ancient-and-modern
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/constitutionalism-ancient-and-modern
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/constitutionalism-ancient-and-modern
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/constitutionalism-ancient-and-modern
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2004 | 61⁄8 x 9¼ | 421 pages

Introduction, editor’s note, 
index

Hardcover
ISBN 978-0-86597-425-8
$29.00 | £23.95

Paperback
ISBN 978-0-86597-426-5
$14.50 | £10.95

The Selected Writings  
of Sir Edward Coke
By Sir Edward Coke

Edited by Steve Sheppard

Sir Edward Coke (1552–1634) successfully defended English 
liberties against the royal prerogative of the Stuart kings and 
virtually single-handedly established the rule of law for the 
English-speaking peoples. Coke’s view of English law has had a 
powerful influence on lawyers, judges, and politicians through 
the present day.

It was Coke’s astonishing task to set down the whole of the 
law—from Magna Carta to land law to criminal law, and the 
system of court procedure, from the High Court of Parliament 
down to the lowest courts of the realm—for students, lawyers, 
and laymen to understand it. The Institutes derived their 
authority not only from Coke’s personal influence but also, 
in part, from the great authority accorded the Reports, which 
themselves solidified the modern understanding of case law.

The Liberty Fund edition of The Selected Writings of Sir 
Edward Coke is the first anthology of his works ever published.

Steve Sheppard is Associate Dean for Research and Faculty Development 
and the William H. Enfield Distinguished Professor of Law at the School of 
Law, University of Arkansas.

Law, Liberty, and 
Parliament
Selected Essays on the Writings  
of Sir Edward Coke
Edited and with an Introduction by Allen D. Boyer

Sir Edward Coke remains one of the most important figures 
in the history of the common law. The essays collected in 
this volume provide a broad context for understanding and 
appreciating the scope of Coke’s achievement: his theory of law, 
his work as a lawyer and a judge, his role in pioneering judicial 
review, his leadership of the Commons, and his place in the 
broader culture of Elizabethan and Jacobean England.

Sir Edward Coke claimed for judges the power to strike 
down statutes, created the modern common law by reshaping 
medieval precedents, and, in the House of Commons, led the 
gathering forces that would ultimately establish a constitutional 
regime of ordered liberty and responsible, representative 
government.

Although much has been written on Coke, there has been no 
single adequate study or collection of these writings until now. 
Law, Liberty, and Parliament brings together material that not 
only is useful for understanding Coke’s career and achievement 
but also illuminates the late Elizabethan and early Stuart 
periods in which the common law became inextricably identified 
with constitutional authority.

Allen D. Boyer, author of Sir Edward Coke and the Elizabethan Age, is a 
lawyer in New York City and a frequent contributor to the New York Times 
Book Review. Dr. Boyer serves on the advisory board of the Yale Center for 
Parliamentary History.

IN THREE VOLUMES
2005 | 61⁄8 x 9¼ | 1,569 pages

Summary contents; annotated 
contents; note on the text, 
editions, and translations; 
introduction; chronology; 
selected readings; table of 
regnal years; index

Paperback
ISBN 978-0-86597-316-9
$42.00 | £29.95

Hardcover
ISBN 978-0-86597-315-2
$72.00 | £50.95

https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-selected-writings-of-sir-edward-coke
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-selected-writings-of-sir-edward-coke
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-selected-writings-of-sir-edward-coke
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/law-liberty-and-parliament
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/law-liberty-and-parliament
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/law-liberty-and-parliament
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2007 | 6 x 9 | 456 pages

Introduction to the Liberty 
Fund edition, editor’s 
note, prefaces to the 
first and second editions, 
introduction to the second 
edition, index

Hardcover
ISBN 978-0-86597-699-3
$29.00 | £23.95

Paperback
ISBN 978-0-86597-700-6
$14.50 | £10.95

This title is available as an ebook 
for purchase on Amazon, Barnes 
and Noble, and iTunes.

Lectures on the 
Relation between 
Law and Public 
Opinion in 
England during 
the Nineteenth 
Century
By A. V. Dicey

Edited and with an Introduction by 
Richard VandeWetering

This volume brings together a series 
of lectures A. V. Dicey first gave at 
Harvard Law School on the influence 
of public opinion in England during 
the nineteenth century and its 
impact on legislation. Dicey’s lectures 
were accurate as a reflection of the 
anxieties felt by turn-of-the-century 
Benthamite Liberals in the face of 
Socialist and New Liberal challenges.

A. V. Dicey (1835–1922) was an English 
jurist, Vinerian Professor of English Law at 
Oxford University, and author of, among 
other works, The Law of the Constitution.

Richard VandeWetering is Assistant 
Professor of Political Science at the 
University of Western Ontario.

Introduction 
to the Study of 
the Law of the 
Constitution
By A. V. Dicey

Foreword by Roger E. Michener

The Law of the Constitution elucidates 
the guiding principles of the modern 
constitution of England: the legislative 
sovereignty of Parliament, the rule of 
law, and the binding force of unwritten 
conventions.

1982 | 61⁄8 x 9 | 585 pages

Foreword, preface to the 
first and eighth editions, 
analysis of introduction, 
introduction to the eighth 
edition, appendix, index

Paperback
ISBN 978-0-86597-003-8
$14.50 | £10.95

This title is available as an ebook 
for purchase on Amazon, Barnes 
and Noble, and iTunes.

SECOND EDITION
1998 | 6 x 9 | 467 pages

Preface to the second 
edition, epilogue, 
bibliography, index

Hardcover
ISBN 978-0-86597-174-5
$27.00 | £22.95

Paperback
ISBN 978-0-86597-175-2
$14.50 | £10.95 

This title is available as an ebook 
for purchase on Amazon, Barnes 
and Noble, and iTunes.

Constitutionalism 
and the Separation 
of Powers
By M. J. C. Vile

In Constitutionalism and the Separation 
of Powers, M. J. C. Vile traces the 
history of the doctrine from its rise 
during the English Civil War, through 
its development in the eighteenth 
century—through subsequent political 
thought and constitution-making in 
Britain, France, and the United States.

M. J. C. Vile is Professor Emeritus of 
Political Science at the University of Kent 
at Canterbury and author of The Structure of 
American Federalism.

The Natural Law
A Study in Legal and Social History and 
Philosophy

By Heinrich A. Rommen

Translated by Thomas R. Hanley

Introduction by Russell Hittinger

Originally published in German in 
1936, The Natural Law is the first work 
to clarify the differences between 
traditional natural law as represented 
in the writings of Cicero, Aquinas, 
and Hooker and the revolutionary 
doctrines of natural rights espoused 
by Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau.

Heinrich A. Rommen (1897–1967) taught 
in Germany and England before concluding 
his distinguished scholarly career at 
Georgetown University.

Russell Hittinger is William K. Warren 
Professor of Catholic Studies and Research 
Professor of Law at the University of Tulsa.

1998 | 6 x 9 | 316 pages

Introduction, translator’s 
preface, select 
bibliography, index

Hardcover
ISBN 978-0-86597-160-8
$22.00 | £17.95

Paperback
ISBN 978-0-86597-161-5
$12.00 | £8.95

This title is available as an ebook 
for purchase on Amazon, Barnes 
and Noble, and iTunes.

https://www.libertyfund.org/books/lectures-on-the-relation-between-law-and-public-opinion-in-england-during-the-nineteenth-century
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/lectures-on-the-relation-between-law-and-public-opinion-in-england-during-the-nineteenth-century
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/lectures-on-the-relation-between-law-and-public-opinion-in-england-during-the-nineteenth-century
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/lectures-on-the-relation-between-law-and-public-opinion-in-england-during-the-nineteenth-century
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/lectures-on-the-relation-between-law-and-public-opinion-in-england-during-the-nineteenth-century
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/lectures-on-the-relation-between-law-and-public-opinion-in-england-during-the-nineteenth-century
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/lectures-on-the-relation-between-law-and-public-opinion-in-england-during-the-nineteenth-century
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/introduction-to-the-study-of-the-law-of-the-constitution
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/introduction-to-the-study-of-the-law-of-the-constitution
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/introduction-to-the-study-of-the-law-of-the-constitution
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/introduction-to-the-study-of-the-law-of-the-constitution
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/lectures-on-the-relation-between-law-and-public-opinion-in-england-during-the-nineteenth-century
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/introduction-to-the-study-of-the-law-of-the-constitution
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/constitutionalism-and-the-separation-of-powers
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/constitutionalism-and-the-separation-of-powers
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/constitutionalism-and-the-separation-of-powers
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-natural-law
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/constitutionalism-and-the-separation-of-powers
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-natural-law
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2008 | 6 x 9 | 92 pages

Prefatory note, 
biographical note, index

Paperback
ISBN 978-0-86597-695-5
$12.00 | £8.95

The “Higher Law” 
Background 
of American 
Constitutional Law
By Edward S. Corwin

Having written extensively on various 
aspects of the American constitutional 
order, Edward S. Corwin is considered 
a leading constitutional scholar of the 
twentieth century. Alpheus Mason 
described Corwin’s writings as “sources 
of learning and understanding—
hallmarks to emulate and revere.”

The “Higher Law” Background 
of American Constitutional Law is 
of unique value in connecting the 
Western European experience—
from the classical world, the Middle 
Ages, and the seventeenth-century 
thought of Coke and Locke—to the 
American founding. This renowned 
work provides a bold and accurate 
outline of the tradition behind the 
“higher law” of the United States 
and places in historical context the 
political philosophy underlying the 
U.S. Declaration of Independence and 
Constitution.

Edward S. Corwin (1878–1963) served as 
the McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence 
at Princeton University from 1908 to 1946.

Government by 
Judiciary
The Transformation of the Fourteenth 
Amendment

By Raoul Berger

Foreword by Forrest McDonald

It is Berger’s theory that the United 
States Supreme Court has embarked 
on “a continuing revision of the 
Constitution, under the guise of 
interpretation,” thereby subverting 
America’s democratic institutions 
and wreaking havoc upon Americans’ 
social and political lives.

Raoul Berger (1901–2000) was Charles 
Warren Senior Fellow in American Legal 
History, Harvard University.

Freedom and the 
Law
By Bruno Leoni

Foreword by Arthur Kemp

According to Bruno Leoni, the greatest 
obstacle to rule of law in our time 
is the problem of overlegislation. 
In modern democratic societies, 
legislative bodies increasingly usurp 
functions that were, and should be, 
exercised by individuals or groups 
rather than government.

Bruno Leoni (1913–1967) was an attorney 
and Professor of Legal Theory and the 
Theory of the State at the University of 
Pavia, Italy.

SECOND EDITION
1997 | 6 x 9 | 578 pages

Foreword, preface to 
the second edition, 
abbreviations, 
introduction, appendixes, 
bibliography, bibliography 
of Raoul Berger’s writings, 
index

Paperback
ISBN 978-0-86597-144-8
$14.50 | £10.95

This title is available as an 
ebook for purchase on Amazon, 
Barnes and Noble, and iTunes

EXPANDED THIRD 
EDITION
1991 | 6 x 9 | 274 pages

Foreword, index

Hardcover
ISBN 978-0-86597-096-0
$24.00 | £19.95

Paperback
ISBN 978-0-86597-097-7
$12.00 | £8.95

This title is available as an 
ebook for purchase on Amazon, 
Barnes and Noble, and iTunes.

https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-higher-law-background-of-american-constitutional-law
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-higher-law-background-of-american-constitutional-law
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-higher-law-background-of-american-constitutional-law
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-higher-law-background-of-american-constitutional-law
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/government-by-judiciary
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/government-by-judiciary
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/freedom-and-the-law
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/freedom-and-the-law
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-higher-law-background-of-american-constitutional-law
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/government-by-judiciary
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/freedom-and-the-law
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NEW TITLES FOR 2020

Writings on 
Standing  
Armies 

Edited, Selected, and with  
an Introduction  

by David Womersley

On Executive 
Power in Great 

States
By Jacques Necker

Edited with an Introduction  
and Notes by Aurelian Craiutu 

The Isle of 
Pines and Plato 

Redivivus
By Henry Neville

Edited and with an Introduction  
by David Womersley

Interested in other Liberty Fund books?
Liberty Fund offers more than 400 titles covering topics like
•	 Political Thought
•	 American History
•	 Law
•	 Natural Law and  

Enlightenment
•	 History
•	 and more

Make the most of your Liberty Fund collection with these 
new books from the Thomas Hollis Library and more.

Click HERE to browse  
the complete library

https://www.libertyfund.org/books/on-executive-power-in-great-states
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/writings-on-standing-armies
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-isle-of-pines-and-plato-redivivus

https://www.libertyfund.org/books/writings-on-standing-armies

https://www.libertyfund.org/books/writings-on-standing-armies

https://www.libertyfund.org/books/writings-on-standing-armies

https://www.libertyfund.org/books/on-executive-power-in-great-states
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/on-executive-power-in-great-states
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/on-executive-power-in-great-states
https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-isle-of-pines-and-plato-redivivus

https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-isle-of-pines-and-plato-redivivus

https://www.libertyfund.org/books/the-isle-of-pines-and-plato-redivivus

https://libertyfund.org/LibertyFund_Catalog.pdf
https://libertyfund.org/LibertyFund_Catalog.pdf

